
Misawa International Center 
TEL:0176-51-1255  FAX:0176-51-1211 Email:kokusai@city.misawa.lg.jp 

Address: 230-1 Aza-Sonosawa, Oaza-Misawa, Misawa City 033-0022  

   Misawa City International Relations publishes the monthly 
free paper, “Misawa City News”. We keep you informed of 

what is happening in Misawa. We appreciate your feedback!  

 Come   see  our  new  message 

board! Located in Misawa Inter-

national Center Lobby, near the 

International  Exchange  Lounge 

(if you’re standing in the entrance way, the board is off to 

the left). This is message board is for you!  

   Please post courteous messages or announcements of  an 

intercultural nature such as English lessons, play dates, ad-

vice and more. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Strengthening the Bonds 
 between  

Wenatchee Valley  
and  

Misawa City! 
 

 On August 20, the Wenatchee Valley Goodwill Delegation 
arrived in Misawa. Mayor Steven Lacy of East Wenatchee led 
the18 member delegation. This year’s visit was also special in 
that it was Wenatchee Mayor Frank Kuntz’s first visit to Misawa 
since achieving his position in his fair city. The first day was a 
full one, to include a tour of Misawa. One stop was at Lake Og-
awara to enjoy one of Misawa’s specialties- Shijimi clam soup. 
The Delegation then attended a welcome ceremony at the 

Misawa International Center, and children from Daiichi Kindergarten welcomed by sing. Then the delegates were introduced to their 
Misawa host families. The day ended with a beautiful banquet. 

 On another day, the Delegation visited Misawa Busi-
ness High School. The students treated the delegates to 
“Flash Anzan” (all mental calculations with no devices nor 
pen & paper), a typing contest, and playing with traditional 
Japanese toys such as kendama (ball-and-cup) and large 
wooden tops. At Hoshino Onsen Resort (locally known as 
“Komaki”), the delegates enjoyed walking through a tradi-
tional Japanese garden and viewing a Japanese thatched
-roof house. Mayor Lacy was relaxing pleasures of the 
bath spa (Ukiyu Onsen). Colonel Williams welcomed the 
delegates to a tour of Misawa Air Base. The Delegation 
also visited Misawa Fishing Port and were surprised to 
learn that the port had been overrun by 7.5 m (24.6 ft) 
waves during the Great East Japan Earthquake & Tsuna-
mi of March 2011. The group then moved on to lighter 

things, such as learning about Japanese culture at the Misawa International Center. 
There, the Misawa Sister City Committee helped the delegates to try their hand at 
many things: making sushi, writing calligraphy, doing Japanese folk songs & dancing, 
participating in a tea ceremony, and wearing yukata (summer kimono). The last was a 
popular favorite for everyone. 
 Misawa Mayor Taneichi hosted a garden party with a Japanese-style barbeque, 
featuring various seafood, meats, and vegetables. The guests also got to try pounding 
mochi—the traditional way of making Japanese rice cakes. There was also a chef who 
performed a tuna filleting show and treated the delegates to fresh tuna. 
 On the 24th, Saturday, the Delegation participated in the Misawa Summer Festival 
Parade, waving from several beautiful floats. They were delighted by the warm recep-
tion by the Misawa crowd and reciprocated with friendly smiles. This year’s parade was 
also unique as it was the first time rickshaws were featured. The Mayors Lacy and 
Kuntz were the first to experience riding in the rickshaws and thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves.  
 The Goodwill Visit came to an end the next day, August 25, when the delegates 
flew out. Thank you for making their visit a success, as they left their sister city with 
many happy and unforgettable memories!!! 

Survival Japanese 
   Sep 13, 20, 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 8, 15, Fridays, 10am - noon 

   Fee: ¥3,000 for 10 classes 

   Free: Childcare! 
    

Japanese Intermediate Class 
   Sep 17, 24, Oct 1, 15, 22, 29, Tuesdays, 6 - 8 pm 

   Fee: ¥2,100 for 7 classes 

For more information please contact at  

Misawa International Association 

 Phone: 080-6022-1349 

 Email: kokusai@city.misawa.lg.jp 

Momo-Live! 
 10th Anniversary Concert  

September 22, Sunday  
At Misawa Civic Center 

Start at 5:30 pm. Doors open 4:45 pm 
  

     Momo is local music artist who hails from Misawa. She first began singing in 2003, as the lead singer for local pop band, Pi-

geon’s Milk, releasing a few singers. Momo has since expanded her presence in the music world as a song writer, an MC, and a 

composer (you may even hear her music on some of Nintendo’s video games)  

     Come out to hear Momo! She’ll be performing original hits, solo and with special guests! 

Ticket is now available at Fukuda: 0176-53-1492  

mailto:kokusai@city.misawa.lg.jp


 

     The Tonami Clan Memorial Tourism Village is located next to the Misawa Road Side Station (rest stop), just north of 

the Misawa City Indorrs Swimming Pool. This Memorial Village stands in honor of the founders who made significant 

contributions to the development of this area. This area was once known as Kizaki-no-Maki (“ the Ranch in Kizaki”) the 

largest horse ranch of the Nambu clan. One of these founders was Yasuto Hirosawa, former clansman of Aizu (now part 

of Fukushima Prefecture) who established the first Western-style commercial ranch in Japan. He also developed Japan’s 

modern husbandry-- not only of horses but other farm stock-- as well as raise the level of the local agricultural produc-

tion.  

 

 Contribute to the Country from ranch 

     During the Meiji Era (1868 – 1912), Japan transitioned from an isolated nation to a modern 

one. The beginning of the era was marked with the Boshin Civil War between Imperial Forces 

and the northern clans. The northern clans were defeated, of which one of them was the Aizu 

Clan. However, as consolation, the Aizu were not totally destroyed but forced to change their 

clan name to “Tonami” and to move even more north, to the districts of Ninohe, Sannohe, and 

Shimokita. Later, as the Meiji government modernized, the domain system was abolished and 

the country reorganized under the current prefecture system. Mr. Hirosawa was a lower ranked 

council member of the Tonami clan and he helped with this transition of the lower govern-

ments.  

 Later, in 1872, Hirosawa moved to Yachigashira (an district of Misawa) and opened a 

Western-style horse ranch and farm. His fellow clansmen were inspired to hope for a better way 

of living, as they saw this industry could be supported by Japan’s current government policy of 

“Wealthy Nation and Strong Army”. However, Hirosawa’s success did not come easily but 

through much trial and error. He would later write a book about his experiences, “Kaiboku Go-

nen Kiji”  (loosely, “My First 5 Years of Running a Ranch”). Among the first things he did was to hire two Britons: Mr. 

McKinnon, a farmer, and Mr. Rousseau, a translator. He sent his adopted son, Benji, (biologically, his nephew by his brother)

–together with fellow clan members, Mr. Toshio Kobayashi, and Mr. Sosumu Koike–to the US, to purchase stud horses and 

bulls to breed with and improve the local Japanese livestock. Hirosawa also conducted scientific experiments as well as devel-

oped and sold agricultural machinery, animal feed, and animal food products.  

 In 1879, Emperor Meiji and his entourage made an inspection tour of the Tohoku districts. They were much impressed 

with Hirosawa’s work as no other ranch in Japan was as successful. One of the entourage, Mr. Toshimichi Okubo, recom-

mended that Hirosawa join the Cabinet. Hirosawa declined, explaining that he was content with his position and was more 

devoted to developing the remote northern region than attaining political office. Besides, he also felt that all persons could 

help make Japan a better nation and not only politicians.  He did, though, leave the Yachigashira ranch in Benji’s care, to 

move down south to the Shinjuku area of Tokyo to start a second ranch and a dairy. 

 Unfortunately, in 1891, at the age of 62, Hirosawa succumbed to influenza and passed away. Hirosawa lived through a 

turbulent time but his life legacy is impressive and continues to inspire many people today.  

 Come and learn more about Hirosawa in the Memorial Hall for Forerunners Museum (located in the Tourism Village) as 

well as view a new “Yae no Sakura” Exhibit, currently on display until the end of Sept. Ms. Yae Ni-ijima lived during the 

same time as Hirosawa, from 1845 – 1932, and helped defend her hometown during the Boshin War. She became known as 

the “Joan of Arc” of Japan since she dressed like a man and was an expert rifleman of the Spencer repeating rifle. 

 

       --information courtesy of the Memorial Hall for Forerunners Museum.  

Memorial Hall for Forerunners Museum 
  Open 9:00 - 17:00 (Apr thru Oct), 9:00 - 16:00 (Nov thru Mar) 
  Closed Mondays (If it’s holiday on a Monday, the museum will be open but closed the following Tuesday)  
  Fee is ¥50 -¥100 
 

くれ馬ぱーく Kure Ba Park  
   Open 9:00 - 19:00 (Apr thru Oct), 9:00 - 18:00 (Nov thru Mar), 7days a week 
   Restaurant, market (vegetables fresh from the farm) and gift of Misawa and Aomori’ local product.   
 

Play Zone: Miniature Golf, Battery operated car, pony cart ride (only on Sat, Sun and Japanese holidays) and play ground  
 

Rokuju-Kyushu-Sodo: The restored residence and library of Hirosawa. 
 

Kaikon Village: a sample recreation of the buildings during the late 19th century.   
 

Mini Zoo: Besides goats and rabbits, there is even a peacock and a reindeer! 

Woodworking:  21 - 23 Sep, Sat - Mon, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at Entrance Hall 
   Make your own hair clip or pencil! Fee is ¥300 and Limited to the first 30 people each day.   
 

Make your own aromatic soap or oil! : 22 - 23 Sep, Sun & Mon,  
1st session: 10 a.m. 2nd session: 11 a.m. 3rd session: 1 p.m. 4th session: 2 p.m. at the Special exhibition room. 
   Make your own aromatic soap or oil! Fee is ¥300 and Limited to the first 30 people each day. Sign up is required by Email or 

Fax between Sep 1, Sun 9 a.m. and Sep 9, Mon, 5 p.m. Fee: ¥600 
 

Make a lampwork Glass Bead! 23, Mon, 1st session: 10:30 a.m.  2nd session: 1 p.m. at the Special exhibition room 
   Try your hand at making your own original lamp work glass beads! Sign up is required by Email or Fax between Sep 1, 

Sun 9 a.m. and Sep 9, Mon, 5 p.m. Fee: ¥1,000 All children must be accompanied by adult due to use fire.  
 

Iron Craft 22, Sun, 1st session: 10 a.m.  2nd session: 1 p.m. at the front area of Entrance 
   Become a smithy and make your original iron accessory. Sign up is not needed. Fee: ¥900 

All children must be accompanied by adult due to use fire.  
 

Solar Light Craft 22, Sun, 1st session: 11 a.m.  2nd session: 1:30 p.m. at the Special exhibition room 
   Enjoy crafting Using solar panels. Fee: ¥500 
 

The museum is open 9:00-17:00 and closed on Mondays. 

 * If a Japanese holiday falls on a Monday, then the museum will be open on that Monday but will be closed the following day. 

Admission: Adult ¥500; High School Student  ¥300; Free for 15 years old and under. For more information, check out their 

website at http://www.kokukagaku.jp/english.html 

 あおもり10市 大祭典 in 八戸 ～The Aomori To-Shi Festival～ 
 21 - 23 Sept, Saturday to Monday in Hachinohe 
 

        This festival will feature the best and unique of 10 Aomori cities, during the summer festival seasons. These 
cities include: Aomori, Hirosaki, Goshogawara, Tsugaru, Hirakawa, Hachinohe, Mutsu, Towada, Kuroishi and 
Misawa. Check out the details the below! 
  

 Sep 21, Sat Evening: ①Eve of the festival at the Civic Park (in front of Hachinohe City Hall) 
     At 6:30 pm. A lighting of the floats ceremony will be conducted and the various Matsuri Bayashi (Japanese flute & drum corps) will perform. 

 Stage Performances: ①Civic Park (in front of Hachinohe City Hall) 
    Sep 22, Sunday 
      10:00 am Opening Ceremony,  
      10:30 am Kagura Performances (Shinto music & dance) 
      11:00 am Towada Traditional dances,  
      11:50 am Americanday 
        3:00 pm Nebuta and more! 
    Sep 23, Monday 
      10 am - 3 pm: various performances representing the best of each city’s festival. To also include American Day displays from Misawa! 
    Both days: Food booths! Each the best foods each city has to offer! Such as Hachinohe Cracker Soup, Towada Stir-Fry Beef,  
                        Kuroishi Soup Yakisoba, Aomori Miso-Curry Ramen, Apple Pie and more! 

 Parades: ④In Central Hachinohe, from Mikka-machi to Jusan-nichi-machi  
      Sep 22, Sunday, 6 - 7:30 pm and Sep 23, Monday, 12:30 - 2 pm  

 The Ten-cityPromotional Fair at Hacchi Portal Museum ③ 
      Sep 22, Sunday, 10am - 8pm and Sep 23, Monday, 10am - 3pm 
      Peruse the various booths which will feature local specialties and popular sightseeing spots! 

   ***Parking is limited. A free shuttle bus will be available. Please see following Japanese language website for more information.    

        http://aomori10shi.jp/ 
 

 

Control Traffic Zone 

①Event Site: Civic Park 

②Float Display Site 

③2nd Event Site: Hacchi 
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